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1st Battalion, 21th Marines 
1st Marine Division (Rein), m:IF 

FPO, San Franoisco, 96602 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commanding General, First Marine Division 
Via; Commanding Officer, 21th Harines 

3!BJG!waw 
5150 
8 March 1968 
Ser No: 0028-68 

Subj : Command Chronology for per'iod 122200W to 292400H February 1968 

Ref: al MCO 5750.2 
b n'~acO 5750.8 
c DivO 5750.2B 
d) CG FMFPac mag 130922Z Feb68 (8) 
el CG l!lY1Fl?a.c msg 140526Z Feb6S (S) 
f CG 1st HarDiv mag 231545Z Feb68 (s) 
g CG 1st MarDiv mag 020510Z Ma.r68 (0) 

Enc1:J(1) First Battalion, 27th'M:arines Comnand Chronology for 122200W 
to 292400H February 1968 

1. In accordance with the provisions of reference (a.), (b), and (c) 
enolosure (1) is submitted. -
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Illi.t·~U .J.1.TER:) 
ht Battalion, 27th 11arines 

1st Harine Division (Rein) t l!11F 
FPO, San F':t-ancisco t 96602 

cam.:JID CHRONOIDGY 
122200W to ?92400H February 1968 

p~~ I •............•. Organization Data 

p~~ II ....•.......... Narrative Summary 

Pi~ III ••••••••••••••• Sequential Listing of Significant Events 
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O!1G~;NIZ':l.TION Di.TA 

1. DESIGNATION ?ERIOD 

lot Battalion, 27th Marines LtCol John E. GREENWOOD 12-29Feb68 

2~ 

- H&S ConJ)<'1ny 

ConpD.11Y II 

Conpany B 

Conp?..ny C 

Conpany D 

LOCilTION 

12Ii'eb - 23Feb: 
12Feb - 27Feb: 
12Fob - 28Feb: 
29Fob - j;rcs: 

SITBOilDIN.L..TE UNITS 

USS ViJNCOUVER 
USS BEx.::.R 
uss 1{.SHBURN 

lstLt N. B. CBNTE.L"'tS 
lstLt J. ~~. R.iJill 

Capt J. C. 1>amIER 

lstLt R. H • .J~liIKDTS 
Capt R. L • • .LLEN 

Capt M. T. F.iJMER 

Capt R. J. IUMLER 

Quang Nan Provinoe - South of Danang 

3. ST.i.FE' OFt'IClm6 

Executive Officor 

3-1 

S-2 

3-3 

3-4 

3-5 

Canoutiication"Officer 

r·iotor Transport Officer 

~'. --------------

!1aj F. 'i'. hiLLER Jr. 

Capt B. 1'1LLLON 
lstLt K. W. SCHENCK 

C\1O :1:'. W. llUill!HY 
Capt ,I. T. S\f.8:WNEY 

Maj ill 1... Fl~ 
Capt R. J. GRUENBERG 

lstLt R. JJ)Jl1:S 
Capt M. il.e Hl.:NSON 

2 

2ndLt C. J. KWJM 

Capt R. L. LLLEN 

letLt R. A. B!;..'m. - -
2ndLt S. D. ANDERSON 
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12-28Feb68 
29Feb-

12-29Feb68 

12-28Feb68 
29Feb-

12-29Feb68 

12-29Feb68 

12-29Feb68 

12-28Feb68 
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12-28Fob68 
29 Feb-
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12-2;Feb68 
24-29Feb68 
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12-29Feb68 
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29 Feb-
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• • Supply Officer Capt H. ~A H..:.NSON l2-29Feb68 

4. .IVERu.GE HONTBLY S'rHENGTH. Upo:n receipt of reference (d) average 
monthly strength was as follows: 

1254 4 88 
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l:>.J1T II 

N"JiRuTIVE SUlYffiL.RY 

1. Prior to 10 February 1968, 1st Battalion (Rein), 27th Marines was. 
located at Narine Corps .Air Station, Kanoohe, Oahu Hawaii. On 10 February 
1968, approximately half of the coonond, then organized as a Eattalion 
Landing Team, departed Hawaii aboard the USS V • .NCOUVJ.::R to be followed 
by the remaining on 12 February 1968 aboard the USS B~~and USS 
'#'.i.SlIl3IJRlL..c:r.1'oote· to Oklnawil.. The battalion was schedulea for a four 
month deploynent which Was to have involved two periods of training on 
Okinawa and participation in Operation Forner Chaop in Taiwan and . 
Operation Ta:oa.raw'in: the Phillppinos. References (d) und (e) cancelled 
participation in the coobined exercises and diverted the BLT to Vietnao 
for duty. The first olenent aboard tho USS V.J1COUVER arrived at 
Danang on 23 Fobruary 1968 consisting of H&S CorTpany (-), Company C ,. 
and Coopany D. The renaining elements arrivod at Danang at intervals. 
Tho USS BBx..m arrived at lhnang on 27 February 196e consisting of 
H&S Conpany (-), Coopany i.~,~ and Company B. The USS \J.i13HBURN arrived 
28 Fobruary 1968 with H&S Company (-) enbn.rkod. Upon arrival the BLT 
Was deactivated in accordance with references (f) and (g) and attach
ments reverted to conmand of like ~ype units in country. 

2. Upon arrival in Vietnam the Battalion was assignedto~e 27th 
Marines. The present command post was immediately set up in an 
es~~1ished camp located in the "1:i.cini~ of Ibng Son #2, j~T992677. 
In~t~ally, camp facilities were jointly occupied with the 27th Marines 
Headquarters and the 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines. Presently the camp 
is shared only with the 27th Marines Headquarters and a small rear 
echelon of the 2nd Battalion, 3rli liarmes. The bulk of that Battalion 
having been transferred to ~e Hue area. 

3. With the impending threat of a second TET offensive, the Battalion 
immediately com..rnenced joint operations with elements of the 2nd 
Battalion, 3rd Marines. ilfter a vHry short period of indoctrination 
patrols, the Battalion commenced patrol activity on its own. Con
'siderable command attention has been directed towards the north east 
sector of the TilOR as a result of its history as an infiltration route. 
To counter any possiblo infiltration, 1st Marine Division has directed 
that a company be maintained in the Con Dau area. 

~ 
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PkH.T III • 
SEQ.UENTI.uL LI3TmG (lB' 8IQlIFIC"J~T i:iVENTS 

L.Personnel and Adoinistration. BLT 1/27 had not deployed from 
Hawaii with Vietnam as its destination. As a reBBlt nearly 400 oembers 
of the command were non-qualified for duty there once firm deploy
ability criteria were ~~oed.. Idontifying these nondoployablea, 
processing requests for deferred assignmcnts,obtaining waivers,etc. 
were major p,roblcms encountered between rece~pt'of referenoe· (d) ahd 

. arrival in Vietnar.1. Their resolution was greatly hampor()d by the 
throe way split of the CODmand and the aeraratlon of many personnel 
from their records due to the 8emi-t~ctical enbarkation. 

a. Personnel LOS80S and ~~ins for February 1968 

OFFICERS EIilLISTED 
JOINED DdOPPbD JOINED DROPPED 

20 10 239 320 

OFFICERS ENLISTED 
JOINED DROPPED JO mED JlROl>PED 
~ 0 o 0 

b. Pay and 411owancos. Satisfactory 

c. Postal. Sntisfactory 

d. Post Exchange •• ~ small exchango is located in 27th Marines C? 
and Will open the first week of Haroh 1968. 

e. Religious Services. Weekly Protestant services ore conducted 
by tho Battnlion Chaplain in the 27th Marines C~ Chapel. Ca.tholic 
nasS is celebrated by visiting c~~p1ains in the samo area. krrange
cents have beon made for Jewish personnel to attond sorvioos in DaNang; 

2. Enemy. l;lea ther end Terrain 

(1) Porsonnel: 0 
KIA: 0 
row's 0 
Civil Dofendants: 0 

(2) EquiprlCnt: 3 - ;1 Cal r01.mds 
1 - Gas x'[ask 
1 - Eating utensil 

-~--~ ~-----
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b. Surveillance and RecotL.>'l.a.issance. Su:!:'V'eillence and reconnaissance 

sources were employed with reasonable good tactical ;results. There were 
E34 hours of aerial reconnaissance flown over the TAOR. 

c. Weather and Terrain. Weather for the month was generally fair. 
High and low temperatures were 83 and 62 degrees respectively while 
humidity ra~d in the mid 70 t s. Visibility remained generally from 
6 to 8 niles. Total precipitation for the month was .01 inches. The 
terrain remained generally good for foot and vehicular traffic, with 
the exception of some of the rice paddy areas. 

3. Operations. Commencing the 27th through 29 February 1968, routine 
patrols and ambushes and perimeter defense were conducted. 

4. Training. The canmand has conducted Dltensive training" in familiar
ization, care and cleaning, and safety of the H-16 rifle. In addition, 
instruction given by the 1st Narine Division instructors has commenced; 
of subjects noted below: 

a. Land Mine warfare 

b. Peculiar Terminology and Reports 

c. Ri verine Operr'.. ti ons 

d. LAAW 

e. Tactical Security (Offensive and Defensive) 

f. Supporting Arms and FO Procedures 

g. Personal Response (Vietnam BackgrOQUd) 

h. Civic Action 

i. Combat Intelligence 

j. Chemical Warfare 

k. ~1otor Convoy Socurity 

1. Rules of Engagement 

m. Enemy Tactics 

uf1~lASSlfIED 
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