[ABIVEY During o weltome home parade through tha ciby of Son Disge, memorial
ceremonies were held for members of the eegiment whe had ghedn fhelr Hves Tn
jv'ierru:-u-. [RIGHT) Cal Adalph G, Schwank, CO of the 27th Marines; ted his reops
inthe homecoming porade.

STORY AND PHOTOS BY SSGT BRUCE MARTIN

The 27th Marine Regimental Landing Team (RLTI,
the first major combat unit to come home from the
war in Vietnam, was made up of two-tour veterans.
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heard, wos plunning something ape-
cial for them,

“I potts make a phone call,™ ane
corpors] anid, looking across the run-
way in search of a non-existent
phone Boatl.

"Ia the club open?” another Wa-
tine asked, running his hand seross
hia dry lipe and the stubble that had
growrn on his face during the 18-hour
flipht from Okinawa.

“Smell that pood sir!™ & sergeant

paid aa he inhaled deeply, “IL might
ha (Tes
Angelea) amoy in i, bul it sure don't

have a little of that L.A.

have amy Charlies around fooling it
ﬂ.:l..lr

And then. the pea atories hegan to
fewws ns tension ensed and the Bla-
rinez boarded buezes lor 0 cosborms
inapectirm area. The realization of
thiz faet that they were home mpain
began to apread over the Marines
ardd appraddic cheering and a4 Joad
choraa of laughier could be keard
from the darkened buses.

Nearly eight montha had passed
zinee the 27th Marines had received
Lhe word @ “Propure for peazible de-
woymment to Vietnarn.” They ot that
watil on T"'J:]n'u.elr;,r 'IE, and 1w lju_g,"d
later advance elements of the 24 Bat-
tulion, wommanded by LiCol Lewiy J.
Bacher, was winging its way from
Marine Corps Air 2tation, El Tero,
f!a.]i:r., Ly Thi 'l“".'!';lrlg_'r Vielnaem.

Included in the battalion were Bla-
rines heading back for Lheir second
tour of combat, like Cpl Donald
Ukery, o velersn of the Third WMa-
rines: Sgl Philip Rivera, who had
previougly served with fthe Foorth
Merines; Sgt Jack Valenein, who had
been in cambat, with the Fifth Ka-
rinea; and Cpl Jaek Musinl, whose
firat tour in Vietnam had heen wich
Frresr [heegn

Deployment of the regiment 1o
Vietnam was a quickly coneeived and
rapidly exazuled plan; bwo battalion=
went by air, and one went by sghip.

The regiment's lal Ballalion, un-
def the semmand of LiQol Jehn E.
Gresnwond, Based al Kaneohe By,
Huvwail, was afioat a3 a battalion
landing  team on its way to  the
Philippines and Okinaws for train-
ing exerciaes, TL changed eourze and
begun mnding at Da Mang on Feb-
Tinary 25,

Meanwhile, the lasl units of the
Ed Battalion arrived at Da Nang on
February 18, The 3d Battalion, eom-
tnanded by LECol T. T Woadham, Jr.,
begun its deployment to Vietnam by
air on Fehroary 17. Witlkin nine aye
il The asFgingd arder to Cprepars,’”
the cotire regimeot wes eshore in

E5gr Jackie Chinn wos met by hl'sm.wift.'ﬂrlﬂ'ilf"le vounges! of their five children

shartly after he arrived ot San Diego's Lindbergh Field,

Victoam and under the command af
Caol Schwenle Less than 48 howrs
later, sonte of Lhe Fegiment's units
were aperating in the field, suppert
ing other Moarine units in aearch of
the communists.

In addition to the regiment, 16
pupporting detachments and units
from the Fifch Marine Thivielen ac-
companied the 27th Marinea to Viet-
nam to Fform the RLT,

“There was no guestion in our
minde why wea were seob in” ofered
Cpl Douglas I, Kiffer., "Thare was
mare actian gaing on in & day’s time
throwghout the entire country thian
there had been doring almost all of
my first tour buck in 1965,

The eombined Nerth Tietnamees
Army-Yiet Cong U"Tet Ofpnsive i
Gouth  Vietnam's larger cities had
forced the Allies to pull major ele-
mnls oul ol the [':IIHJIIL!I'J'.‘IiI]r_! 1o fight
in the eities. This left the outlving
posta and defenaes around the cities
vulnerable to communist actuck.
Na Mang was ane of the cities abaut
which the Allied command was most
eoneerned, Thal's why Lhe 2Tth AMa-
rines began their initial operations
theie.

“YWe pot in our first zhoot-out
around the end of Fehroary,” ex-
pluined Sgt Harley L, Bolin of the
regiment'a 34 Hattalion, "but ne one
on either side got hit. Juac o few
anipers tnking pol-shols ab ane of
our sweeps. We returned a few hon-
dred rounds Tor the five thaxy Firead ot
na, and they hatted-up and [eff us
mlone.”

Perhopps Moy was the bipgest
manth for the regiment as for as
taking the war tn the communists
was  coneerned.  Operation “Allen
Brook” bhegan with the regiment’s
Cip, T tearing into an NVA unit
16 miles south of Da Nang.

The company-zized, sweep-and-
clear operation musbroomed inie a
mulli-baiialion aperation under the
contral of the E7th Muerines, OfF the
802 pommunists killed, nearly fwo-
Lhieds were Warth Vietnamese regu-
lara.

Throuprheut its tour, the regiment
gperaled in areas ranging  from
about 80 milea zouth of Da Wang to
Jusl noFth of Hue., Nearly 2000
Purple Heart medel: were awarded
ta members of the regiment, many ol
them for a second wownd,

In Beptember. the word was passed
among the regiment that mombers
wha had completed o previous four
were coming home and the regiment
would return it: volors lo the Fifth
Marine Division. Marineas on their
firat tour im Vietnam-—who were
mowtly  junior personnel with less
than & wewr in the Carpa —were
“aagimilated” b remaining Maring
units am replaeermienls, Octher Marine
wnits Laok up the combat outposts oc-
cupicd Ly the regiment's battalions,

The writhdraoal plan called Cor ve-
torming the 2d and 4 Batlalicns to
Camp Pendleton and again statiening
the Lzt Br. on Hawaii where il again
Brrmme Al ol the Fifth Bripade.
0Of the regiments &0 Aarines s
deployed 1o Vietham in February.
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T40 were returned to  lhe Seales,
0 returned to Hawaii, and 2,000 re-
miined in Vietpam with other units,
The remaining 1,6H karines of the
27k RLT had either heen returned
to the U, 5. for dizchurpe ut the end
of their enlistments, recsived  ho-

. manitarvian transfers or bhad been
avacuated as casuallivs,

Bix cammercin] jet lners and one
Ady Faree jel tranapert were used to
return the B¥th RLT to San THeso.
A dependents' reception center was
det up at Marine Corps Recruil De-
pat, San Thego, wherae the returning
men were reunited with their Tami-
les and dependeants, T 5. customs
offlciale. awpmented by guulified Bfa-
rine olficere, Al op cnetoms inapee-
fiong to speed the returning Marines
Lo Lheir Tamilies.

Altheupgh the first pireraft bo hring
back the initial elementa of the 87k
BRLT arvived at night, alhers arvived

the following day to be greeted by

- Coammandant of the Marine Corps,

S eperal Lesnsrd F. Chapman, Jr,
along with Secretary of the MNavy
Paul B, Irnatius and MajGen Lowell

| E. Englich, commanding general,
Marine Corps Heeruf! Depol, San
Diewro,

General Chapman aleo visited ha-
Coprines wounded in Lhe Vielnam con-
- fliet who were patients at the nearby

U, B Naval Hospitald ol Balboa, and
paid two callz on dependents await-
ing the retwrn of Marines at the
Reception Center. Mr., Lpnadicz ae-
gompanied Gen Chapman oh one vieit
ta the receplion cenier.

The day aller Lhe 27th RLT re-
turned, the elcy of San Diega atagred
A welcome home parade dewn Broad-
wny Htrect. To was the fivet time
aince the Korean War ceasc-fire 1hat
such & p:u'.:l.l]:_‘- had hean held in the
ciky.

Marching uwnoits, led Ly the 2Tth
Maripes, came fram Camp Pendleton
and Bl Tore, Militury haslwars, auch
gs the HAWK missile and towed

| hewitzers rumblid thraugh the
| atrects, passing thoosands of specta-
tora who turned out to weleomd the
Murines, Overhead, Marine aireraft
from El Toro's Third Marine Adr-
prafl Wing flew over the crowds.
During the parsde, the main bady
of the 27ith RLT was halted in fronl
of the reviewing sbard where ceprea-
manies Lo honor the regiment’s ded
| were held, And Col Zchwenk relin-
i quished command of the regiment he
| kad taken e Vietnam to  LiCal
1 Edward L. Mever, whase Lagk il he-
L game to veboild the regiment intoe a
| unit capable of answering snother
[ eall for rapid depley ment,

With the parade and ceremonies

ot of the way, meny of the regi-

[ABDVE) LCpl Gary Cagne colled home os soon as he eould reoch a phene.
[BELOW) Commandant of the Marine Corps, Generol Leonard F, Chapman, Jr.,
wanl fo the Maoval Hospital @i Balboa te visit Marines whe had been wounded
while serving with the 27th RLT. Accomponying the CMC was MajGen Lowell E.
English (R], commanding general, Marine Corps Recruit Depat, Sun Diego.
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ment's  Marines  deparied oo legve
while others traveled to Camp
Fendlelon, There was, perhaps, one
gvent of their first throe daye back
home which stood aut, momentarily,
ghove the rest. It was the “pesce
demonstration” earried ool by only
twn women currying two amall ehil-
dren and a sipn superfuously advis-
ing that “War 1s TUnhealthy ™

T couldn™t awrec more with the
womn calrying the sign,” expoundid
Sgt Leonard Tollver in a tone of dia-
gusl. "¥War ir unbhealthy . .. but in
Vietnam, it's a necessary means Ly
end an even mare uhbealthy paszibil-
ity, I mean lreadom somelimied S
to be wan under onhealthy condi
tinna
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